Let’s Take Another Look At “Socialized Medicine”
Just when did the term “Socialized Medicine” become a “bugaboo”?   Is this another “spin” put on words that are disliked by Republicans, the AMA and Big Pharma?  Let’s look at a few facts.


1.  The USA spends more than twice as much on health care as any other country.


2.. The USA is 34th in health statistics.  Even some third world countries are ahead of us, and every country with Socialized Medicine way ahead of us in health statistics,. even the impoverished countries in the former Soviet Union.


3.  A survey of citizens of any country with socialized medicine finds that a huge majority of that population wouldn’t even think about giving it up.  One of the arguments against socialized medicine that I’ve often heard is:  “just ask the Canadians - they all hate it”.   So, I started asking every Canadian I met one question, “Would you want to trade socialized medicine for the US system?”   Ask this question, and not the usual “How do you like socialized medicine?”, and 99% will reply, “No Way!!!


4.  Communism isn’t all bad.  I was surprised on a two week visit to the Soviet countries of Russia and Georgia in 2000 to find three things where those governments are way ahead of us.



a. If you’re sick, you get free medical care.  (It wasn’t as good as ours, but free to all and the same level of care to all.  And that was at a time when Russia was near full bankruptcy.)



b. If you have the brains, you can go all the way to a doctorate in their schools, and that’s also free.  We have priced our college educations out of the reach of too many smart kids.  Our future depends on educated people.  



c. Except for the “very top” of the political chain, there is no “glass ceiling” at all.  The women there are all doing everything men do and the pay is equal.  A woman guide in St Petersburg was amazed that I even asked the question.


5.  Why are we spending so much more money, and evidently getting so much less for it?   Another argument is “the government can’t run anything as efficiently as private industry.  That’s simply a lie.  The Tennessee Valley Authority put up the most sophisticated electric company in the world at the time (before World War II). And TVA electrical rates were for many years the lowest in the country, and TVA actually embarrassed the government by making large profits.  Until, a Republican government broke it up and privatized it.  Rates have more than doubled since.
Another example, the VA hospitals are a form of socialized medicine, and they are much more efficient and less costly per patient overall than our current insurance run health system.  Every senator and representative gets free health care from the government, but they don’t want you or your family to get it.  

Social Security is a form of “socialism”.  It’s extremely well organized and very efficient in costs.   Find a sane person over 50 who believe we should give that up, or even change it.  (Are Libertarians really sane and just greedy?)
The US income tax system is a form of socialization.  People with low incomes pay low taxes, and those with high incomes pay high taxes.  That’s socialization.  People who want a single percentage tax are in a small minority.  Most people recognize that that would be unfair to anyone but the rich. 

 If socialism is so bad, should we get rid of it entirely?  Only a very few think that way.  So what’s so bad about socialized medicine?  
There are a few areas in life where competition doesn’t lead to lower costs.  Many of these are in the areas of public services.  Duplication of some of these services is costly.  We would all be better off and have lower costs if we “socialized” water supply, electrical supply, phone supply, and other similar services.  These are proven to be more efficient and less costly in those countries where they have been socialized.  As a result, those countries can offer lower taxes, and lower labor rates.  Those countries are where many US corporations are exporting work as a result.  

Let’s look at a few more facts:

     
1.  The entire health “industry” is controlled by the AMA (one of the strongest “trade unions” in this country), the drug industry (Big Pharma), and the insurance industry.  These three are a combine defeating “socializing medicine” to ensure their profits, and they have billions to do fight and lobby with. Their lobbies in Washington are some of the most powerful in the country.  Too many politicians are bought and paid for by huge campaign contributions.  (That’s another story).


2.   In most of the “socialized medicine” countries, the paperwork is much less.  First, in our system, the insurance company has to keep records, the hospitals have to keep the same records, and the doctors have to also keep the same records.   This is a horrible duplication of effort.  “Experts” estimate that we could cut the costs of this same health care in more than half by cutting out all these middlemen.  (Let’s not even look at the fact that the MD has to call an insurance company to get permission to do what he/she thinks is right for the patient.  How many are killed because the insurance agent has his priority of “making money” instead of “what’s best for the patient”?)  Even the MD’s are beginning to dislike this system.  Doctors in the VA system seem to like socialized medicine.    

3.  The backbone of this country is “small business”, yet huge drawback that cripples these smaller companies is trying to provide medical coverage to their employees.  This is also making our larger corporations not as competitive as other countries that have socialized medicine (which is every other “industrial” country).  


 Why is the general public so convinced that socialized medicine is “bad?”  Have we really been so brainwashed by people with vested interests?  Why are we so stupid? 
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